


B
efore the birth of Mussoorie, 
it was Landour that had first 
captured the imagination 
of the weary traveler. British 
Commandant Captain Young 
is credited as the ‘discoverer’ 

of Mussoorie. His house Mullingar, built 
in 1825 and named after his county town 
in Ireland, was the first permanent home 
in Landour.

American missionaries came here in 
the 1830s and Landour became one 
of the first places in India where the 
American classic peanut butter was made 
commercially!

Rokeby Manor, where I was staying, was 
another colonial era bungalow that had 
been painstakingly revamped into a 
charming boutique hotel. Built in 1840 
by Captain GN Cauthy, it was named 
after the writings of Sir Walter Scott, 

whose epic poem describes battles fought near 
Rokeby Castle in England. The house changed 
hands many time before it eventually came to 
the Methodist Episcopal Church and was later 
taken over by the Mars group which restored 
Rokeby’s glory and converted it into a boutique 
hotel. 

Rustic rooms in English country style, Valley 
View rooms with stunning views or luxurious 
suites with private balconies; each room at 
Rokeby Manor is unique. Restored to original 
19th century décor, the bungalow has retained 
its cozy fireplaces, traditional wooden beams 
and quiet nooks, where old world charm meets 
modern comforts.

An old bridle trail, which circles the three 
summits of Landour ridge, is known as the 
chukkar. Though it became motorable in the 
late 1950s, a morning walk in the brisk air is 
still the time-tested way of enjoying Landour’s 
few sights. The path wends past St. Paul's 
Church to Char Dukan, a cluster of four 
Indian-run establishments since colonial times 
at the site of the parade ground.

The trail continues to Lal Tibba which is the 
best spot to catch a glimpse of the Himalayas, 
a 200km long view of peaks like Swargarohini, 

Bandarpunch, Chaukhamba 
and Nanda Devi. The 

circular route 
continues via the 

old
Landour 

cemetery 
and 
Kellogg’s 
Memorial 
Church 
back to 
Rokeby. 
All the 
walking 
is but a 
pretext to 
build an

appetite 
worthy of 

Rokeby’s 
restaurant 

Emily’s.

The promise of delicious 
continental and Indian cuisine in 

the hills is luring tourists and locals alike who 
are willing to drive or hike up for signature 
dishes like Mustard Chicken. Emily’s sister 
establishment Clock Tower Café in Landour 
Bazaar, with funky decor and music posters, 
is a great place for pizzas, pastas, burgers 
and Chinese fare. Away from the clamour of 
town, Rokeby is a welcome patch of serenity. 
The lovingly renovated rooms with stone walls, 
quaint arches and parquet floors open out to 
a Tea Garden and The Highlands, an elevated 
outdoor venue that boasts of a temperature 
controlled Jacuzzi and is ideal for barbecues.

Strewn across the hillside are a cluster of 
19th century colonial cottages called Rokeby 
Residences, each offering stand-alone 
experiences. Bothwell Bank House is a three-
bedroom mountain home provides a historical 
charm with original fireplaces and wooden 
beams, equipped with a kitchen, barbecue 
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and an outdoor Jacuzzi. Set on a quiet sunny 
elevated slope overlooking the breathtaking 
views of the Himalayan range, is a charming 
small 2-bedroom apartment house called 
Bothwell Bank Cottage, an authentic stone 
clad mountain log cabin with a knotty pine 
wood decor which has all the comforts of 
a home. Another two storied bungalow 
Pine Tree Lodge is inspired by Scandinavian 
architecture, with colourful patchwork stools, 
vintage lamps and traditional Finnish artwork.

Rokeby’s array of services also comprises of 
The Stray Dog Café & Bar which includes 
Stübli Café serving Swiss and European 
cuisine and Ale House, an olde English Pub. 
Whatever your choice of stay in Landour, 
exclusivity is guaranteed. Go on nature walks 
to Jabarkhet nature reserve or Kulti village, or 
trek the nearby hills of Nag Tibba. The region 
is simply a delight for nature lovers and 
photographers. And if all this activity seems 
too much, pamper yourself with a full-body 
massage or facial and other treatments at 
Rokeby’s ‘The Little Salon & Spa Shed’. The 
Landour Bakehouse is the latest attraction at 
Landour. Many of the bakery, desserts, and 
pudding recipes here are derived from the 
Landour Cookbook which is over a century 
old! one can sip on a traditional steaming 
pot of tea and ponder about the history of 
this quaint little town, while enjoying the 
views overlooking the majestic snow peaks 
of the great Himalayan Range through the 
whispering pines that stand tall.

While Landour largely remained a British 
preserve, back in the days Indians were 
restricted to Mussoorie. Since colonial times 
till now, the main hub of activity continues to 
be the 1.5km stretch of The Mall, also out of 
bound for natives at one time.

on the western end of The Mall stands 
the beautiful Library, while Picture Palace 
marks the eastern edge. The Mall and the 
pedestrian-only avenue is lined with hotels, 
shops and iconic eateries.

A ropeway takes tourists up to the second 
highest peak Gun Hill, where a gun used to 
be fired at noon to tell locals the time. After 
the gunshots triggered a string of accidents, 
the practice was abandoned in 1919, though 
the name stuck…The quaint old ways of 
telling time are no longer in use, but in quiet 
nooks like Landour time does take a break 
and stand still…
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Getting there
Landour is 37.5 km from Dehradun 
by road (1 hr 30 min) and 7km from 
Mussoorie. The nearest airport is Jolly 

Grant, Dehradun. Jet Airways has 
recently launched a new direct flight 
from Mumbai and Indigo has started 
one to Dehradun from Delhi, besides 
connections by SpiceJet & Air India.

www.rokebymanor.com
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